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An essay on Regional Paradigm Development and Shift in Thailand
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Abstract

This research aims to study theoretical paradigms and their shifts of Thailand’s
regional development planning which appeared in the national economic and social
development plans, the national spatial plan, and the regional spatial plans.

In each period of regional development, the different spatial, economic, and
social theoretical paradigms were applied to practice decided by contexts and
concepts of national development, particularly in the national economic and social
development plans. However at the level of the national spatial plan and the regional
spatial plans, the lack of evaluation and participation of public, private, and people
remain presented the problems.

There are 4 main recommendations for theoretical paradigms shift of regional
development: ( 1) advancing the effective development implementation and
evaluation, (2) promoting the participation of all strategic partners, (3) bridging the
holistic level of all development plans, and (4) accommodating the theoretical

paradigms with the development scenarios of the nation and local communities.
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